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Wednesday 23 July 2008
Timber Industry Employment Security for Regional Victoria
VicForests’ first tender for harvest and haulage services has resulted in more than $214 million of contracts being awarded in eastern Victoria.

The contracts, which have been announced today, will secure more than 260 jobs, and ensure that at least $20 million will be reinvested into the region.

As part of the move to mill door sales in July 2006, VicForests identified the need for a more competitive method for awarding contracts to ensure that the best outcomes for the industry and the State were obtained.

As a result, the 44 successful tenderers will establish an efficient, highly skilled and self managed contractor workforce that meets industry objectives in a cost effective and sustainable way.

VicForests’ CEO, Dr. David Pollard, said, “This is the first time that many contractors have had to price and promote their services. We have been very impressed with how they have responded. 

“We hope that this process will provide opportunities for businesses to expand, improve and secure forest industry employment in regional Victoria.”

Sixty-five per cent of the contracting work available has been awarded. A second tender process has commenced to allocate the remaining 35 per cent. All contractors are encouraged to participate in this next tender opportunity. 
As with the original request for tender, the entire process will be overseen by independent probity and forest industry advisors. 

The closing date for second round applications is 22 August 2008. Results from that tender will be announced on 19 September 2008.

For further information about the tender process or VicForests, visit the website at www.vicforests.com.au or call 03 9608 9500.

Notes to editors

For further information or to arrange an interview with a VicForests spokesperson please contact Emma Rennison on 03 9608 9562 or emma.rennison@vicforests.com.au


