[image: image1.jpg]Release

|a

Med

Media Contact: Emma Rennison
T: 03 9608 9562 F: 03 9608 9588 E: emma.rennison@vicforests.com.au W: www.vicforests.com.au





Friday 26 September 2008
Healesville Welcomes New VicForests Regional Head Office
State Treasurer, the Honourable John Lenders, visited Healesville today officially to open VicForests’ new head office for the Central Highlands region.

The relocation comes after the organisation announced its move to restructure in August 2007 to improve the way the business is conducted and ensure the best community value from harvesting Victoria’s State forests.

Local Member of Parliament for Seymour, Mr. Ben Hardman, was also in attendance to welcome the organisation and staff members to the area.

Twenty-five members of staff will be located in Healesville, many of whom will be relocating to the area with their families.

The Hon. John Lenders said, “VicForests plays an important role in the sustainable harvest and sale of Victoria’s valuable timber and that’s why it is crucial staff have the necessary facilities to support them in their work with local communities and stakeholders. 

“The new regional office will provide a variety of employment opportunities in the Healesville area, in addition to the many harvest and haul contractors and their employees who already live in the area.”
VicForests’ Chief Executive Officer, Dr David Pollard, said, “Healesville is a good location for our new regional head office and we have received a very warm welcome to the area. 

“The restructure of VicForests followed a business review that highlighted a number of gaps in the medium-term planning and business development areas. All changes will be completed by next year and will streamline our business operations and pave the way to a more secure future for our staff and customers.”

The State-owned enterprise now has two regional head offices in Healesville and Orbost, along with a corporate support office in Melbourne.  

For further information about VicForests, or to find out about further job opportunities in the Healesville area, visit the website at www.vicforests.com.au or call 03 9608 9500.
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