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Friday 14 March
JOB SECURITY FOR REGIONAL VICTORIA

                         Long-term regional employment and investment in the timber industry have been the main drivers behind VicForests’ proposed Harvest and Haulage tender process.

                                VicForests CEO, Dr David Pollard, said an intensive 18 month consultative program with industry representatives has allowed for open dialogue ahead of significant change for Harvest and Haulage contractors.

                                     “With the majority of Harvesting and Haulage contracts expiring in June, the proposed tender process will optimise sustainable harvest and haulage contractor configuration to match resource and sales commitments and ensure an open and transparent tendering process for a highly skilled contractor workforce.

                                “The tender process will also introduce terms and conditions which enables cost effective and sustainable harvesting.

“Most importantly the process will allow for long-term employment security in the Victorian timber industry.”

In 2006, VicForests introduced Mill Door Sales to manage the forest to mill supply chain. VicForests has since undertaken four tenders for Harvest and Haulage services ($23M worth of contracts), and has introduced a number of initiatives including a comprehensive performance management process.

“Consistent with our objectives, we have developed a sensible and essential tender process which is an important element of mill door sales,” Dr Pollard said.

“The tender process will generate whole-of-supply-chain equity and efficiency for Harvest and Haulage contractors which will have flow on benefits to the entire industry and regional Victoria.

“The industry also faces cost pressures to sell wood into global timber markets for pulpwood and value added hardwood sawn timber.

“The tender process will assist the industry in ensuring that it remains viable in the face of external competition from imported timber products and non-timber substitutes.”


