Healesville Junior Football Club’s new Youth Girls Football Team will play its very
first competitive match this Saturday, April 30™.

The VicForests-sponsored ‘Healesville Red Backs’ will debut in AFL Victoria’s Youth
Girls Football Competition.

Liz Langford, VicForests’ Community Relationship Manager, Central Highlands, said
the team had received support from VicForests’ Community Support Program.

“It's fantastic to see the girl's football team up and running in Healesville,” Ms
Langford said.

“Helping to encourage this type of initiative is exactly why VicForests introduced its
Community Support Program and we hope this is the beginning of even bigger things
for the Healesville Junior Football Club and the girl's team.

“After having spoken to the girls before their practice game last week | can vouch for
their enthusiasm and dedication to making the team a success.

“Unfortunately they weren’t able to have a win that day but they’'ve assured me that
my pre-game speech wasn’t completely to blame!”

Trish Hegarty, Healesville Junior Football Club Secretary, said the response to the
new team had been terrific.

“When we first announced that Healesville Junior Football Club was starting a girl's
team we had only nine players,” Ms Hegarty said.

“We now have 22 players and would certainly welcome any more girls who want to
be involved to come down and join up.

“The Youth Girls competition has modified rules which include only 15 players on the
field at a time to allow the girls a better chance at becoming involved in the play,
stops the bunch up of packs and makes it safer for the girls on the field.

“Healesville is currently working strongly with the Seville Ranges Youth Girls team
who are providing invaluable support in getting our team up and running.

“Ultimately it would be great to see Youth Girls footy teams starting right across the
Yarra Valley,” she said.

The Healesville Junior Football Club’s Youth Girls team plays its first game on
Saturday, April 30" against the Whitehorse Colts at 12.30pm at the Queens Park
Oval, Don Road in Healesville.
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