About VicForests

Who is VicForests and what does it do?

VicForests is a Victorian State-owned business. It is responsible for the sustainable harvest, regeneration and
commercial sale of timber from Victoria’s public forests on
behalf of the Victorian Government.

There are around 7.8 million hectares of native forest in
Victoria® . Each year, VicForests harvests approximately
5,500 ha, or less than 0.1%, of this area.

Timber harvested by VicForests is used to produce high
quality furniture, flooring, other building materials and high
guality writing and office paper.

VicForests replants trees in all areas it harvests to ensure
forests regrow and will be available for use by future
generations. The majority of forest area currently being
harvested by VicForests is from regrowth following the 1939
bushfires.

VicForests’ creates buffer zones around environmentally
sensitive areas such as streams, rivers and rainforests to
protect them from harvesting operations.

In areas identified by the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) as being habitat for endangered
species, special zones are created to minimise the potential for impact on animal populations.

How are VicForests’ operations monitored?

The DSE is responsible for monitoring VicForests’ ongoing operations to ensure that:

VicForests harvests only in areas that have been allocated (by DSE)

VicForests replants and regrows forests in all areas that have been harvested
using the same plant species

VicForests abides by the guidelines of the Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2004

The Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act provides a framework for sustainable forest management and
sustainable timber harvesting.

Independent Certification

VicForests is certified to the Australian Forestry Standard which is aligned to the global Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC), the world’s largest forest certification scheme.

! Victorian Government Department of Sustainability and Environment (2009) Victoria’s State of the Forest
Report 2008, pg 6
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reserves.

VicForests supplies approximately one third of
Victoria’s timber. Commercial forest plantations
provide much of the remaining timber.

However, these plantations cannot meet the
entire demand for Victorian wood products. The
remainder is provided from imports.

The demand for hardwood in Victoria is greater
than that which can be supplied domestically.
VicForests plays an important role in helping to
meet this demand and reducing the amount of
timber that is imported from overseas.

The timber industry employs approximately
25,500 people*, mainly located in rural and

regional communities. The industry plays a
vital role in sustaining the economy in many
rural areas.

Regeneratmg Our Forests

Every hectare that is harvested by VicForests is
replanted with seed that is local to the area.

Each year VicForests collects over 5 tonnes of
Eucalyptus seed, which is placed into storage
for future regeneration programs.

Over the past five years, this seed in storage
has also been used to replant over 8,300
hectares of native forest that was killed by
severe bushfires.

VicForests is currently conducting a large-scale
regeneration program at Connors Plain in the
Central Highlands region, covering 1,000
hectares that were burnt during the 2006/07
bushfires.

2 Victorian Government Department of Primary Industries (2010) Victoria’s Timber Industry Strategy

® Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (2009) Australia’s State of the Forests Report 2008

* Victorian Government Department of Primary Industries (2010) Victoria’s Timber Industry Strategy

® The harvesting and regeneration of this area was conducted by VicForests’ predecessor (as VicForests was not formed until 2004) and
is included in this factsheet as an example only of forest regeneration which occurs following all VicForests’ harvesting activity.



