











16. Further
references

Victoria

Department of Sustainability and Environment, Code of Practice for Timber Production, 2007
VicRoads, A Guide to Restraining Logs and Timber, November 2003

WorkSafe Victoria, Fatigue Management Guide for the Forestry Industry, 2004

New South Wales
WorkCover NSW, Safety in Forest Harvesting Operations Code of Practice 2002

Queensland

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland, Forest Harvesting Code of Practice 2007

Tasmania

Workplace Standards Tasmania, Tasmanian Cable Harvesting Code 2006

National

National Transport Commission, Load Restraint Guide Second Edition 2004

International

Department of Labour, New Zealand, Operator Protective Structures on Self-Propelled Mobile Mechanical Plant, February 1999
Health and Safety Executive UK, Arboriculture and Forestry Advisory Group, Mechanical Harvesting, 2003

ErgoWood, European Commission, Ergonomic Checklist for Forest Machines, 2006

International Labour Organisation, Safety and Health in Forestry Work, 1998

Department of Labour, New Zealand, Safety Code for Forest Operations Part 3—Logging revised 1992
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17.

AS - Australian Standard - a reference
to an Australian Standard, described by
numerals and a title, means the standard
of the Standards Association of Australia
as so described and for the time being in
force, or any standard of the Association
issued in amendment or replacement of
that standard.

Bight — means an angle between two
parts of a rope running through a block or
around an obstruction (e.g. a stump).

Cable logging — means any yarding
system employing a stationary machine
with powered drum(s), spars or towers,
blocks, wire rope and butt rigging to yard
logs from the felling site to the landing.

Chain shot - refers to small pieces of
chainsaw chain that may fly at high
speeds if the chain disintegrates during
use.

Chemicals - includes the range of
substances including fuel and oils which
may be used in forest operations.

Competency standard - collective term
for Units of Competency.

Compliance Code — a Compliance
Code is approved by the Minister for
WorkCover under section 149 of the
OHS Act 2004 for the purpose of
providing practical guidance to persons
who have duties or obligations under the
OHS Act or regulations. They have a
‘deemed to comply’ status meaning that if
a duty holder follows the Compliance
Codes they will have met their duties, but
only regarding the matters addressed in
the Compliance Code.

Glossary

Coupe — means an area of forest of
variable size, shape and orientation, on
which harvesting takes place. Usually to
be harvested and regenerated over one
or two years.

Double leader — a tree with two stems.

Falling — means cutting, chopping,
pushing and pulling down a standing tree
or part of a standing tree or felling a tree
with explosive.

Falling Object Protection Structure
(FOPS) - system of structural members
arranged in such a way as to provide
operators with reasonable protection
from falling objects (for example, trees,
rocks).

Forwarding — means the extraction of
logs from the logging area where the logs
are carried clear off the ground by mobile
equipment.

Health and safety representative
(HSR) — a health and safety
representative for a designated work
group who has been elected and holds
office in accordance with Part 7 of the
OHS Act.

Hung up tree — a cut, windthrown

or pushed up tree caught in or lodged
against another tree, thus preventing
from falling to the ground.

Landing chute - the head of the skid
trail or road where logs are temporarily
placed before being unhooked or swung
to a deck.

Log landing — includes log dump,
roadside bay, log yard or other area used
for the cutting up, debarking, measuring,
sawing and loading of logs.

Mechanically assisted falling — the
process of a faller preparing a scarf cut
and back cuts into a tree before leaving
the stump so that a piece of mobile plant
can push the tree over once the faller has
retreated to a safe location.

Must - used to describe either a
requirement mandated in legislation
(e.g. employers must consult under
the OHS Act 2004) or a method, based
on the current state of knowledge in
the industry, considered as the only
way of eliminating or reducing the risk.

Operator Protective Guards (OPG) -
devices intended to provide object
protection to the front, side and top of the
operator station. An operator protective
guard may include a falling object
protective structure.

Principal contractor — the person who
engages contractors to undertake
harvesting or haulage activities.

Roll Over Protection Structure (ROPS)
— system of structural members whose
primary purpose is to reduce the
possibility of a seat-belted operator being
crushed should the machine roll over.
Structural members include any sub-
frame, bracket, mounting, socket, bolt, pin,
suspension or flexible shock absorber
used to secure the system to the machine
frame, but exclude mounting provisions
that are integral with the machine frame.
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17.

Glossary

Safe work area — a designated area

in which others, apart from the operator,
are excluded. The separation distance

is usually 2 tree lengths from the activity in
any direction. Also known as a safe zone,
exclusion zone or designated safe area.

Should - used to describe methods
and actions that the current state of
knowledge indicates are reasonably
practicable methods of eliminating or
reducing risks. Use of the term ‘should’
recognises that there may be alternative
controls that may be as good if not
better in reducing the risk. Where a
person is exposed to a particular hazard,
and a control containing a ‘should’ is not
implemented, it would be expected that
the alternative is based on a documented
risk assessment that demonstrates an
equivalent standard of safety is achieved.

Shovel logging — means logging
systems using excavators or tracked
loading machines with log grabs to lift
and move logs while the logging machine
is stationary.

Skidding — means the pulling of logs to
a landing by wheeled skidders, bulldozers
or tracked loaders.

Snig — means to pull a log by wire, rope,
cable, chain or grapple.

Snig track — means a track along which
logs are pulled from the felling point to
a nearby landing.

Sprag — a broken wire protruding from
a worn or damaged rope.

Statement of Attainment — certification
issued to a student for partial completion
of a qualification, including, where
relevant, the units of competency
achieved under nationally endorsed
standards. Achievements recognised

by statements of attainment can
accumulate towards a qualification within
the Australian Qualifications Framework.

Turn — any log or group of logs or other
material usually attached by chokers,
grapples or other means of power and
moved from a point of rest to the landing.

Unit of competency — national
standards that define the competencies
required for effective performance in the
workplace. A competency comprises the
specification of knowledge and skill and
the application of that knowledge and
skill at an industry level, to the standard
of performance required in employment.
Units of competency can be either
industry or enterprise based. All units

of competency in the Forest and Forest
Products Training Package can be
downloaded from the NTIS database
(www.ntis.gov.au).

Widow maker — a limb or branch of a
tree which unexpectedly dislodges from
a tree and presents a high risk of injuring
a person.
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