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1. General:
· All drivers loading at log landings or log dumps must hold an accreditation as an excavator operator and hold either a current Timber Harvesting Operators Licence (THOL) or valid Forest Operators Licence.

· All loading operations and transport from the log landing / log dump must be in accordance with the Code of Forest Practices for Timber Production.  This must include permission to cart before sunrise or after sunset where applicable.

· Log trucks must be loaded to conform to all current legislation and VicForests policy.  The Best Practice Guide for The Haulage of Timber in the Log Form, ensuring a stable load in transit with a strong emphasis on public safety should be used to assist in meeting all compliance measures.

· All personnel must wear approved personal protective equipment which is specified for night operations (i.e. highly reflective) and complies with AS/NZS 4602: 1999 High Visibility Garments.

2. Lighting:
· Both the loader and truck will be adequately lit with appropriate lighting to allow loading to take place outside daylight hours where approved:
· The whole side of the truck and the top of the pins must be visible.

· The designated area must be lit and visible from the loader.

· The logs stack must be fully visible whilst removing logs.

· The arc through which the logs are swung must be visible in advance of the log being swung.
3. Working Alone Procedure:
· Working alone should be avoided wherever possible.

· There are three options available where working alone is approved and deemed appropriate:

(A) Buddy System - Truck drivers that are permitted to operate at night must utilising a buddy system must demonstrate that the system is adequate and are documented in their safety management system.

· Truck drivers must work in pairs or where possible an excavator operator should be on site to load trucks.

· Trucks must work in pairs, must load together and leave the site at the same time. (either option A or C)

(B) Approved Communication System- with an appropriate company that can provide 24 hour communication system for regular reporting in.  This system must be endorsed by VicForests and the employer where applicable.

· Drivers will be required to report in on a regular basis.  Failure to report in will activate a search response.

· Drivers must always be in a location that can access the phone network.

(C) Follow policy developed for individual contractor systems provided it is approved by VicForests.
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