Protecting Victoria’s Flora and Fauna
The 7.8 million hectares1 of native forest in Victoria are home
to variety of plants and animals. The vast majority of these
forests, more than 90%, are unavailable or unsuitable for timber
harvesting operations.
Our forests, and their flora and fauna, are protected by a detailed
legislative framework which considers environmental, social and
economic factors.
VicForests’ harvesting operations comply with the comprehensive
legislation which governs sustainable timber harvesting in
Victoria.
This includes the Sustainable Forest (Timber) Act 2004, the Flora
& Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, the Conservation Forests and Lands
Act 1987 and the Code of Practice for Timber Production 2007.
The areas unavailable for harvesting include around 4.74 million
hectares2 of forest in Victoria protected in national parks and
conservation reserves.

Biodiversity
A crucial part of sustainably managing Victoria’s forests is to
ensure there is suitable habitat and food for all species living
in these forests. Different aged forests also provide a variety of
habitats and resources to local fauna.
While events such as bushfire disturb the biodiversity of Victoria’s
forests, they can also play an important role in the natural
regrowth of these forests and the creation of a mosaic of forest
age and structures across the landscape.
In addition to fire, timber harvesting also has a short-term
impact on forest biodiversity. However, over time, plants and
animals from surrounding areas recolonise areas harvested
and our forests are able to recover from this type of, small scale
disturbance.
The biodiversity present in our regrowth forests today highlights
the fact that species do return following bushfire and harvesting
operations.

VicForests harvests approximately 3,500 hectares, or less than
0.05%, of Victoria’s forests each year3. Careful prescriptions are
also enforced in areas where harvesting operations occur.
These prescriptions are designed to protect important
environmental, historical and recreational features.
They include measures such as:
•
Retaining habitat trees to allow for nesting
•
Retaining seed trees to help the forest regrow
•
Retaining buffer zones alongside rivers, creeks and
other key environmental features
•
Retaining additional protection zones where no harvesting is
permitted or where harvesting operations are modified, and
•
The creation of Special Protection Zones to minimise the
potential impact on endangered species populations.
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Leadbeater’s Possum
Leadbeater’s Possum (Gymnobelideus leadbeateri) is a small
tree-dwelling marsupial that lives primarily in the eucalypt forests
of Victoria’s Central Highlands, and in a small population situated
in Yellingbo Conservation Reserve, 50km east of Melbourne. This
species is listed as endangered.
Much of the prime habitat for the Leadbeater’s Possum in
the Central Highlands is protected within National Parks
and Reserves; which means approximately 70 per cent of the
Leadbeater’s Possum’s potential habitat will never be available
for timber harvesting4.
Large, high intensity bushfires, such as the 2009 Black Saturday
bushfires have had an effect on habitat for the Leadbeater’s
Possum.
A critical part of VicForests’ role as sustainable forest managers is
to ensure we protect all areas of potential habitat (areas that have
a high concentration of possible nest trees) for the Leadbeater’s
Possum in areas available for harvesting.
Before harvesting operations begin, our trained foresters assess
all areas planned for harvest to identify a range of environmental
values. A specific focus of this on-ground survey work, is to
identify potential habitat for the Leadbeater’s Possum.
Where an area meets the criteria for Leadbeater’s Possum habitat
an exclusion zone is put in place and no timber harvesting
operations are permitted in that area. Furthermore, in order to
protect existing colonies of this species, 200m exclusion buffers
are placed around the location of every Leadbeater’s Possum
colony detected over the last 15 years. Any new verified colonies
are also protected from harvesting via a 200m exclusion buffer.

Following consultation with a range of experts, scientists,
targeted stakeholders and the wider community, the Advisory
Group developed 13 recommendations to assist the recovery of
the Leadbeater’s Possum.
For the full list of recommendations and for more information
on the Leadbeater’s Possum, please visit the web site,
www.vicforests.com.au/leadbeaterspossum

Protecting Biodiversity
VicForests puts a range of measures in place during its operations
to protect biodiversity.
VicForests helps to ensure there is habitat available for native
fauna by retaining habitat trees and seed trees in areas where
harvesting takes place.
The retention of habitat islands, or unharvested areas within
coupes, is another method designed to enable species to
continue to grow and flourish in harvested regions.
Following harvesting operations, VicForests regrows which it
harvests to ensure the forest returns.
This regeneration is a detailed process which is crucial to
sustaining our forests for the future (See VicForests’ Regrowing
Victoria’s Forests factsheet for more information).
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VicForests Sustainability Report 2013
Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group Technical Report (2014)

VicForests was part of the Leadbeater’s Possum Advisory Group
established by the State Government in 2013 to support the
recovery of the Leadbeater’s Possum while maintaining a
sustainable timber industry.
The Advisory Group was co-convened by Zoos Victoria and
the Victorian Association for Forest Industries, and included
representatives from VicForests, Parks Victoria and the
Leadbeater’s Possum Recovery Team.
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