Regrowing Victoria’s Forests

Regrowing Victoria’s forests
Did you know that VicForests re-seeds and replants trees in
all areas where harvesting takes place to ensure the forest
grows back?
This work is part of VicForests’ regrowing program and is
crucial to sustaining our forests for future generations.
In 2012-13 VicForests spent approximately $4.6 million in
regrowing areas of previously harvested forest. This forest
will provide habitat for native fauna as well as being available
to the community for recreation1.

How does this process work?
The regrowing of our forests is a detailed process which can
take more than three years to complete successfully.
Following harvesting operations, VicForests’ trained staff
prepare a suitable seed bed on the ground.
Because Victoria’s Eucalypt forests regrow naturally by
fire, this work often includes a controlled burn to closely
replicate natural processes.
Seeds are then spread across the prepared areas either by
seed trees left during harvesting, by hand, or by helicopter.

When VicForests’ monitoring indicates the regrowing process
has been successful, the areas are audited by the Department
of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI).
Once DEPI’s auditing confirms that the regrowing program
has been a success, they assume responsibility for the
ongoing management of the area.

Seed collection
VicForests holds Victoria’s largest store of Eucalyptus seeds.
During 2013 we collected nearly 1,500kg of seed.
VicForests works with seed collectors from regional
communities throughout the year to source these seeds
from regions where timber harvesting takes place.
Seeds are generally collected by climbing living eucalpyt
trees and pruning branches that contain productive seeds
crops.
The seeds are then extracted by using a specialised seed
extraction kiln and stored in a climate controlled storeroom.
Once extracted, the seeds are used to re-grow trees in areas
which have been harvested.
VicForests has more than 20 tonnes of Eucalypt seeds in stock
with this seed to be used in future regeneration programs.

The seeds used are sourced from local regions to ensure
the trees which grow back match the mix of species that
existed on the site prior to harvesting.
Following seeding, VicForests actively monitors these areas
to ensure they are regrowing.
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Granite Flat Spur

Example of a Regrown Coupe
The Granite Flat Spur area was harvested in 2003. These
photos (right) show how the forest regrows over time
following harvesting.
The harvesting and regrowing of this area was conducted by
VicForest’s predecessor (VicForests was formed in 2004).
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These images are included to show the type of regrowth that
occurs following all harvesting operations conducted
by VicForests.

The 2013 Regrowing Program
More than 5700 hectares of successfully regrown forest was
handed back to DEPI for ongoing management in the
2012-13 year1.
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The success of this regrowing work helps to ensure the long
term health of Victoria’s forest estate.
Close to one billion Eucalyptus seeds are spread by
helicopter each year across harvested areas as part of this
program.
The spreading of seed by helicopter is a specialised
operation which utilises modern equipment and satellite
guidance systems to ensure the seeds are evenly dispersed
across each hectare.
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VicForests invests millions of dollars into this program
each year.
1 VicForests’ Sustainability Report 2013
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