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Unique possum research makes exciting find
The critically endangered Leadbeater’s Possum has been found living in man-made hollows created
as part of a study aiming to provide additional habitat for the species.
Remote sensor cameras have spotted Possums building nests in specifically designed hollows
which have been carved into trees in forests around Warburton, Powelltown and Noojee.
VicForests’ General Manager, Planning, Nathan Trushell, said the unique study is a collaborative
project between VicForests and the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning’s
(DELWP) Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI).
“We believe this is the first time this type of a study has been done in Australia for a species like the
Leadbeater’s Possum,” Mr Trushell said.
“It’s incredibly exciting to have Leadbeater’s Possums living in some of the artificially created
hollows after only a few months, as well as finding evidence of nesting material inside other trees.
“The Possum builds a very distinctive nest using strips of bark, and remote sensor cameras have
captured numerous images of possums carrying bark in their tails as they head up to the hollows to
build a home.
“Seventy-two hollows have been created across 18 sites and our first round of monitoring found 11
of these hollows either occupied by Leadbeater’s Possums or containing evidence of nests at
different stages of development.
“The hollows have been specifically designed to suit the species and have a small entrance leading
to a large internal cavity. Remote sensor cameras have also been set up in nearby trees so the
artificial hollows can be monitored.
“Targeted locations were chosen for the creation of these hollows based on recent Leadbeater’s
Possum detections, and the trees themselves are younger than those characteristically used by the
Possum.
“This is the first step in looking at new ways to create nesting sites for the species and, while the
findings don’t solve the challenges facing the Possum and its preferred habitat, the initial results are
fantastic.
“Our monitoring program has only just begun and it’s crucial that we continue to monitor the sites to
see if more hollows are used and to understand the long-term viability of the nest sites,” he said.
The Victorian Government released the latest Supporting the Recovery of the Leadbeater’s
Possum: Progress Report in late October which provides updates on a number of projects designed
to assist the recovery of the species.

“The new Report highlights some of the key achievements as part of work to protect the species
and its habitat, including the detection of an additional 116 new colonies since December last
year,” Mr Trushell said.
“A number of colonies have been detected in areas regrowing after timber harvesting only 20 or 30
years ago where there are still older trees with hollows which were protected during harvesting
operations.
“The Leadbeater’s Possum is a shy and charismatic species which only comes out at night and it
typically nests in trees older than 150 years which develop hollows naturally as the tree decays.
“Large-scale wildfires over the last 75 – 100 years have reduced the number of suitable, older nest
trees available for the possum.
“Our current work is looking at whether active forest management can complement naturally
occurring habitat to help support the possum’s future survival,” he said.

Leadbeater’s Possums carry strips of bark to set up a nest in one of the man-made hollows

